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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 8/06/08 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 17-22, 25-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 17 and 25 applicant recites, "guide information containing guide point data". It 
is not clear what all is meant end encompassed by "guide point data. Applicant's specification 
page 18, lines 6-8, 1 — 18 recites, "the guide point data are constituted with offset data for 
enlarge intersection area map data and audio data". It is unclear what applicant is referring to as 
"offset data". Thus the scope of the claimed "guide information containing guide point data" is 
not clearly set forth. 

The rest of the claims are rejected for similar errors or for depending on a rejected base 

claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 17-22, 28, 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ito 
et al (6484093) in view of Ahrens et al (2002/0010542). 

6. As Best Understood, claims 17-22, 25-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being 
unpatentable over Ito et al (6484093). 

Regarding claim 17, Ito et al (figs. 1-3, 5-11; abstract, col. 1, lines 48 to col. 3, line 31; 
col. 7, line 1 to col. 14, line 6) disclose a route guidance method for providing route guidance by 
engaging an information terminal 100 (fig. 1; col. 7, lines 1-12), that transmits information 
indicating a start point and a destination for a recommended route, to an information distribution 
center 10 (col. 7, lines 13-46), wherein the information distribution center obtains, through a 
route search calculation, route guide information including route information containing nodes 
representing the recommended route and guide information containing guide point data for the 
recommended route and transmits the route guide information to the information terminal 100 
(col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40), the method comprising: 

(a) a step in which an estimated period of time (i.e. predetermined time interval for user 
to receive route information, col. 12, lines 51-61) for downloading the route guide information 
determined based upon a physical quantity indicating a data size of the route guide information 
(col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40); 
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(b) a step in which the information terminal transmits a request to the information 
distribution center to transmit the route guide information in installments (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 
12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40); 

(c) a step in which upon receiving the request, the information distribution center 
extracts a portion of the guide information corresponding to an area of the recommended route 
near the start point and transmits the obtained route information in a batch and the extracted 
portion of the guide information (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40); and 

(d) a step in which upon receiving the extracted portion of the guide information 
corresponding to the area of the recommended route near the start point, the information terminal 
starts the route guidance (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40). 

Ito did not particularly disclose that a user is informed of the download period required to 
download route information. However, Ahrens et al (section 0113) teaches of a step in which a 
user is informed of an estimated period of time required for downloading route guide information 
determined based upon a physical quantity indicating a data size of the route guide information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Ito as taught by Ahrens for the purpose of effectively 
downloading navigation data for storage media. 

Regarding claim 18, Ito et al (figs. 1-3, 5-11; abstract, col. 1, lines 48 to col. 3, line 31; 
col. 7, line 1 to col. 14, line 6) disclose the route guidance method according to claim 17, 
wherein: 

the guide information includes a guidance for advancing direction at each guide point on 
the recommended route (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40; figs. 1-3, 5-1 1). 
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Regarding claim 19, Ito et al (figs. 1-3, 5-11; abstract, col. 1, lines 48 to col. 3, line 31; 
col. 7, line 1 to col. 14, line 6) disclose the route guidance method according to claim 18, 
wherein: 

the portion of guide information corresponding to the area near the start point including 
guide information for a block extending from the start point to a next guide point (col. 7, lines 1- 
12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40; figs. 1-3, 5-11). 

Regarding claim 20, Ito et al (figs. 1-3, 5-11; abstract, col. 1, lines 48 to col. 3, line 31; 
col. 7, line 1 to col. 14, line 6) disclose the route guidance method according to claim 17, 
wherein the data size of the route guide information is a data size of the guide information or a 
number of guide points contained in the guide information (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to 
col. 13, line 40; figs. 1-3,5-11). 

Regarding claim 21, Endo et al (figs. 1, 27, 31, 32; abstract, col. 21, lines 39 to col. 22, 
line 40) disclose the route guidance method according to claim 17, wherein after starting the 
route guidance, the information terminal transmits to the information distribution center a request 
for remaining guide information, and 

the information distribution center extracts and transmits the remaining portion of the 
guide information (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40; figs. 1-3, 5-11). 

Regarding claim 22, Endo et al (figs. 1, 27, 31, 32; abstract, col. 21, lines 39 to col. 22, 
line 40) disclose the route guidance method according to claim 2 1 , wherein each time the request 
is received for the remaining portion of the guide information is received, the information 
distribution center transmits guide information extracted in a unit corresponding to a guide point 
to the information terminal (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40; figs. 1-3, 5-11). 
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Regarding claim 28, Ito (figs. 1-3, 5-11; abstract; col. 1, lines 48 to col. 3, line 31; col. 7, 
lines 1 to col. 14, lines 6) disclose the route guidance method according to claim 25, wherein the 
information distribution center extracts the first piece of the guide information upon receiving a 
request for splitting transmission of the route guide information from the information terminal, 
the request being issued based on an intention of a user who is informed of an estimated period 
of time (i.e. predetermined time interval for user to receive route information, col. 12, lines 51- 
61) for downloading the route guide information determined based on a physical quantity 
indicating a data size of the guide information or a number of guide points contained in the guide 
information (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40; figs. 1-3, 5-1 1). 

Ito did not particularly disclose that a user is informed of the download period required to 
download route information. However, Ahrens et al (section 0113) teaches of a step in which a 
user is informed of an estimated period of time required for downloading route guide information 
determined based upon a physical quantity indicating a data size of the route guide information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Ito as taught by Ahrens for the purpose of effectively 
downloading navigation data for storage media. 

Regarding claim 33, Endo et al (figs. 1, 27, 31, 32; abstract, col. 21, lines 39 to col. 22, 
line 40) disclose route guidance method according to claim 17, wherein the guide point data 
includes at least one of an enlarged map data and audio data. 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S. C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

8. Claims 25-27, 29, 30, 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ito 
et al (6484093). 

Regarding claim 25, Ito et al (figs. 1-3, 5-11; abstract; col. 1, lines 48 to col. 3, line 31; 
col. 7, lines 1 to col. 14, lines 6) disclose a route guidance method for providing route guidance 
by exchanging information related to a recommended route from a start point to a destination 
between an information terminal 100 (fig. 1; col. 7, lines 1-12) and an information distribution 
center 10 (col. 7, lines 13-46), comprising: 

(a) a step in which the information terminal transmits information indicating the start 
point and the destination to the information distribution center (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 
22 to col. 13, line 40; figs. 1-3, 5-11); 

(b) a step in which the information distribution center obtains route guide information 
including route information containing nodes representing the recommended route and guide 
information containing guide point data for the recommended route for the recommended a route 
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through the search calculation (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40; figs. 1-3, 5- 

ii); 

(c) a step in which the information distribution center extracts a first piece of the guide 
information for an area of the recommended route near the start point and a second piece of the 
guide information for the remaining area of the recommended route and transmits to the 
information terminal the route information in a batch and the first and second piece of the guide 
information separately (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40; figs. 1-3, 5-11); and 

(d) a step in which the information terminal starts the route guidance upon receiving from 
the information distribution center the route information and the first piece of the guide 
information (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40; figs. 1-3, 5-1 1). 

Regarding claim 26, Ito (figs. 1-3, 5-11; abstract; col. 1, lines 48 to col. 3, line 31; col. 7, 
lines 1 to col. 14, lines 6) disclose the route guidance method according to claim 25, wherein the 
guide information includes a guidance for advancing direction at each guide point on the 
recommended route (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40; figs. 1-3, 5-11). 

Regarding claim 27, Ito (figs. 1-3, 5-11; abstract; col. 1, lines 48 to col. 3, line 31; col. 7, 
lines 1 to col. 14, lines 6) disclose the route guidance method according to claim 25, wherein the 
first piece of the guide information includes at least a guidance for advancing direction at a next 
guide point to the start point (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40; figs. 1-3, 5- 
11). 

Regarding claim 29, Endo et al (figs. 1, 27, 31, 32; abstract, col. 21, lines 39 to col. 22, 
line 40) disclose the route guidance method according to claim 25, wherein after starting the 
route guidance, the information terminal transmits to the information distribution center a request 
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for the second piece of the guide information (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 
40; figs. 1-3,5-11). 

Regarding claim 30, Endo et al (figs. 1, 27, 31, 32; abstract, col. 21, lines 39 to col. 22, 
line 40) disclose route guidance method according to claim 29, wherein each time the request for 
the second piece of the guide information is received, the information distribution center 
transmits the second piece of guide information extracted in a unit corresponding to a guide point 
to the information terminal (col. 7, lines 1-12; col. 12, lines 22 to col. 13, line 40; figs. 1-3, 5-11). 

Regarding claim 34, Endo et al (figs. 1, 27, 31, 32; abstract, col. 21, lines 39 to col. 22, 
line 40) disclose route guidance method according to claim 25, wherein the guide point data 
includes at least one of an enlarged map data and audio data. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 8/6/28 have been considered but are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the 112 rejections have been overcome by the amendment. The 
examiner disagrees and not notes that applicant does not specifically define guide point data in 
the specification page 18, lines 3-20. 

Applicant's argument regarding a period required for downloading data is moot in view 
of a new rejection in view of a second prior art. 

Applicant's argues that Ito does not disclose extracting a portion of guide information 
corresponding to a recommended route and a request to transmit the route information in 
installments. The examiner disagrees and notes that Ito col. 12, lines 51-67 anticipates the 
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limitations. In Ito when the vehicle reaches a desired point, a request for transmission of a drive 
is submitted to information center 10. The information center 10 searches for the requested route 
and divides the searched requested route in batches or segments. After that, the route it 
transmitted in segments (portions) or sequential transmission (i.e. transmission in installments) to 
the vehicle. After the vehicle receives a requested transmitted portion of road, the vehicle 
executes route guidance. Thus Ito anticipates receiving a request to transmit route information in 
installments. Choosing to segment searched route data and choosing to sequentially transmit 
segments of the searched route data at a predetermined time interval upon request from the 
vehicle constitutes extracting portions of the route data and receiving a request to transmit the 
route information in installments similar to applicant's disclosure. 

It therefore believed that the rejections are proper and thus stand. 

Communication 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RONNIE MANCHO whose telephone number is (571)272-6984. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs: 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Khoi can be reached on 571-272-6919. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ronnie Mancho 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3664 

10/1/2008 
/KHOI TRAN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3664 



